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NDL and digital information

1970 Installation of computers 
1977 Launch of online cataloging for Japanese books 

1981 Launch of JAPAN/MARC distribution 

Launch of provision of online database 

1990s Advanced information society: progress of ICT

History 

1

1990s Advanced information society: progress of ICT
Late 1990s Rapid and widespread diffusion of the Internet, 
which accelerated services for remote users at libraries 
1996 Setup of the NDL website 
1998 National Diet Library Electronic Library Concept: 

no geographic limitations or time constraints 
2000 NDL-OPAC, Images of rare materials on the NDL website 

NDL and digital information
2 New responsibilities of the NDL emerged

Abundant digital information distributed on the 
Internet

Publication on the Internet by individuals became 
easier.

2

New responsibilities of the NDL

So far, focused on preservation of physical media.

Digital information changed the concept of publication.
Digital information can be estimated to be publications.
To collect and preserve digital information as well.

NDL and digital information
2 New responsibilities of the NDL 

Regardless of types of information media,

NDL is expected to

Continue..

3

NDL is expected to

collect, accumulate & preserve information.

provide information to users rapidly.

navigate users to any contents they need.

Internet population increased by 7.6 times in 10 years.
70 percent of the Japanese population use Internet.
%

2. Development  of information-communication 
society

4

Broadband : 95% of households (2006)

Ubiquitous network age: more than half of the population 
of 6 years of age and over connects into the Internet 
via mobile phones and other equipment. 

Number of Internet domain also increased by 18 times

2. Development  of information-communication 
society

Continue..

5

Number of Internet domain also increased by 18 times
in the last decade .

In East Asia,

China: aims to provide internet access from all of the 
townships.

South Korea: 95% of all rural areas were connected 
to a broadband by 2005.
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3. NDL Digital library project

Accumulation of digital contents based on the National 
Diet Library Electronic Library Concept (1998)

In parallel with the opening of the Kansai-kan of the 
NDL (2002): provision of the digital contents on the 

3.1 Outline

6

Internet started.

Providing online services via the Internet (currently 
about 30 contents) 

NDL-OPAC, texts of materials.

3. NDL Digital library project

3.2 Digital library contents

Sample of Digital Texts

7

p g

Rare Books Image Database

949 titles
49,000 images 

Old b k

8

Old books
ukiyoe
Colored wood block 
prints
Old maps, etc

Digital library from the Meiji-Taisho Era

NDL’s collection of books 
published in the Meiji-Taisho era

(1868-1926)

digital images

9

150,000 volumes

Full-text Database for the Minutes of the Diet

Full-text of minutes of 
the National Diet.

10

Plenary Sessions and 
Committees. 

Digital exhibitions

Incunabula – Dawn of Western 
Printing

Portraits of Modern Japanese
Historical Figures

11

g
Birth of the constitution of Japan

Natural history of the Edo era. 

Modern Japan in Archives

Japanese Calendar

Etc.
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“Web ARchiving Project” - WARP

Online Periodicals 

Collection

1,500 titles

< Preservation of Digital Information >

12

,

Website collection
2,000 titles
Government

37 sites
Cooperating agencies 

1,868 sites

System development
Formulation of legal framework which allows 
collection of Internet information
Formulation of policy for collecting Internet 
information regardless of legislation

3. NDL Digital library project

3.3 Tasks on construction of digital archive system

13

information regardless of legislation
Formulation of plan for digitizing paper materials (for 
the purpose of preservation, also)
Facilitation of copyright clearance work
Engagement in research on long-term preservation 
and long-term accessibility
Others

Another principal object 
Development of a comprehensive website guiding to all 
Japanese digital resources 
Full-fledged system open to the public since October 
2007 (alias: PORTA

3. NDL Digital library project

3.4 Development of the NDL Digital Archive Portal

14

2007 (alias: PORTA
Portal site which navigates users directly to information 
resources and information-providing services on the 
Internet, not limited to NDL digital contents 
Acquisition of metadata and cross-search function: 
standard protocol
Offering Application Program interface 

Need for international linkage in the field of 
digital library projects

Mutual collaboration and cooperation among 
national libraries is important for efficient

4. For cooperation among national libraries in 
China, Korea and Japan

15

national libraries is important for efficient
implementation.

For coordination with national libraries in China 
and Korea

Focused on development of digital resources and 
services since 1987 and formulated plans for 
development of digital resources of the National Library 
of China.
In September 2008, the new building of National 
Lib f Chi d t th bli

4. For cooperation among NL in CJK

4.1 National Library of China

16

Library of China opened to the public.
Next four years are key spot for digital library project.
Achieving collection, organization, management, 
publication and long-term preservation of digital 
resources.
Construction of portal of the digital library services is 
planned.

Under Construction of the National Digital Library, 
which will be a gateway of information services both 
inside and outside Korea

4. For cooperation among NL in CJK

4.2 National Library of Korea

17

Developing a portal site to become user-centered and 
interactive digital library, which expects to be a hub in 
the knowledge and information society
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Librarian of the NDL, suggested to China and Korea 
that we could cooperate together.
Sharing policy and technology is vital for cooperation 
among libraries and promotion of sharing information 
resources.

4. For cooperation among NL in CJK

4.3 Aiming for trilateral cooperation 

18

National libraries of China and Korea agreed to the 
suggestion, and proceeded with research
Taking the CDNLAO 2008 meeting as an opportunity, 
discussion sessions among the three countries will start 
tomorrow.
Theme is China-Korea-Japan cooperation on digital 
archiving project.

Standardization of metadata schema

Integrated information search service

4. For cooperation among NL in CJK

4.4 Subjects of trilateral cooperation

19

Integrated information search service

Long-term preservation

Thank you very much
for your attention!
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