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The National Library of the The National Library of the 
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Its Role in the ICT Development of Its Role in the ICT Development of 
the Country’s Librariesthe Country’s Librariesyy

Prudenciana C. Cruz
Director

The National Library of the Philippines

Introduction and Historical BackgroundIntroduction and Historical Background

Libraries in the Philippines started in the 
late 16th and early 17th century by Spanish 
religious ordersg
Museo Biblioteca de Filipinas inaugurated 
on October 24,1891 is the forerunner of 
The National Library of the Philippines

Introduction and Historical BackgroundIntroduction and Historical Background

March 9, 1900 American Circulating 
Library was established by the American 
Circulating Library Association headed byg y y
Mrs. Charles Greenleaf
Miss Nellie Young Egbert was the first 
librarian of the American Circulating 
Library in the Philippines

Introduction and Historical BackgroundIntroduction and Historical Background

Republic Act No. 3873 gave The 
National Library its appropriate name
A pending bill was filed at the House ofA pending bill was filed at the House of
Representative and in the Senate to 
change the name of The National 
Library to the National Library of the 
Philippines (NLP) for easy identification  
with national libraries of other countries.

Organization StructureOrganization Structure

Cultural agency under the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts
Headed by a Director with an AssistantHeaded by a Director with an Assistant
Director
200 staff, 45% are professional 
librarians

noitacoL noitacoL
Permanent address since 
1961, T.M. Kalaw St., Ermita, 
Manila, Philippines
Building was constructed out 
of public contribution to mark p
the centenary birth 
anniversary of our national 
hero, Dr. Jose P. Rizal
Occupies a total of 26,400 
sq.ft. of ground and a total 
floor space of 198,000 sq. 
feet with reading rooms that 
can accommodate almost 
2000 readers at one time
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The National Library as the repository of 
the printed and recorded cultural heritage 
of the country and other intellectual y
resources, shall provide access to these 
resources for the people’s intellectual 
growth, citizenship building, lifelong 
learning, and shall ensure the 
conservation and preservation of same 
resources

To acquire and preserve all Filipiniana materials;
To provide national bibliographies;
To develop, in cooperation with local governmentp, p g
units, a system of public libraries and information 
centers in the country;
To provide information, reference and research 
resources to the public; and,
To promote, establish and maintain national and 
international standards in library and information 
services

PHILIN (Philippine Library Information 
Network)
– is an integrated library management and 

information system that makes up the 
National Library’s information system

NLIN (National Library Information Network)
– Library Information Management System 

(Library•Solution System)
– Management Information System (MIS)

PUBLIN (Public Library Information Network)
– Launched on May 28, 1998 wherein 140 public 

libraries (provincial, city, municipal and barangay) 
were given computers and licenses of TINLIB T-
Series v300

Your access to the most 
comprehensive libraries in 
the Philippines and the world!

www.elib.gov.ph

The Philippine eLib ProjectThe Philippine eLib Project

One of the first eGovernment Funded 
Projects through the Information 
Technology and E-Commerce Council 
(ITECC) now Commission on 
Information and Communication 
Technology (CICT).
Conceptualized in the middle part of 
2003 by the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST)
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This is a collaborative project of five 
government agencies. These are: 

Commission on Higher Education

The Philippine eLibrary ProjectThe Philippine eLibrary Project

– Commission on Higher Education
– Department of Agriculture 
– Department of Science and Technology 
– National Library
– University of the Philippines 

Organizational StructureOrganizational Structure
Steering Committee which is composed of 
executives from the five agencies which sets the 
policies and decisions for the Project.
Project has six components which are interrelated. 
A team leader is appointed to each component. 
Each participating agency is represented in the 
six components. All team leaders are constituted 
into a Project Management Committee (PMC) 
headed by the Project Manager.
The National Library is the Project Management 
Office (PMO) with the Director as the Project 
Manager.

Objectives:Objectives:
To provide access to information to citizens for 
life-long learning;
To enrich local content in digital format for 
community and global access;
To provide library and information services 

t k t d i d t i tit tinetwork to academic and government institutions
for optimum use of resources;
To promote and accelerate the exchange of 
knowledge resources among various sectors of 
society, including regional and international users; 
and,
To establish a mechanism of income generation 
and other means to sustain the eLibrary.

Project Component:Project Component:

Network
– Determine the network requirements 

of the Project and how the existingof the Project, and how the existing
information infrastructure of the 
participants can support the Project;

– Determine each hardware 
requirements of the Project

Portal System
– Determine the system requirements of the 

portal system, the middleware, the 
t t th t

Project Component:Project Component:

payment gateway, the user management
system, and all such software 
requirements to enable the Project to 
deliver the intended products and services;

– Formulate the bid technical specifications 
of this component of the Project

Digitization
– Determine and prioritize the holdings that 

need to be digitized;

Project Component:Project Component:

need to be digitized;
– Formulate the bid technical specifications 

of this component of the Project
– Documents to be digitized: 22 million+
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Collections Development
– Determine collection requirements in all 

formats with emphasis on e-library

Project Component:Project Component:

p y
resources;

– Formulate the technical specifications of 
this component of the Project

– Est. On-Line subscriptions: PhP 16 million

Business Systems
– Formulate the business model for the 

products and services envisioned by the 

Project Component:Project Component:

p y
Project;

– Determine the cost and revenue sharing of 
the products and services

Training
– Coordinate the training needs of the 

Project;

Project Component:Project Component:

Project;
– Conduction orientations/workshops for the 

Project teams

Composition of Resources. The resources of the Philippine eLib shall include:

Books and pamphlets
Serials
Theses and Dissertations
Musical compositionsp
Works of art (drawings, painting, sculpture, etc.)
Illustrations, maps, sketches, charts and other two or three dimensional       

works relative to geography, topography, architecture or science
Drawing of scientific or technical character
Photographic works
Audio - visual Works
Derivative works

Dramatization
Translations
Adaptations
Abridgements and other alternatives of literary or artistic 

works, and
Compilations of data and other materials

Access.  Bibliographic information of the resources is available at the eLib 
website. 

Bibliographic search results maybe downloaded or printed.
Access to a full text or a portion of the text of any material searched 
maybe made available subject to: 

a)  payment of  assessed fees stipulated and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Copyright Law on use.
b)  “Fair use” principle. Downloading or printing text for criticism, 
comment,     
news reporting, teaching including multiple copies for classroom use,  

scholarship, research and similar purposes is not an infringement of       
copyright in accordance with the “Fair use” principle.

NOTE: In the Copyright Law, item 3.5 (Salient Provisions of  R.A. 8293 with 
respect to copyright) Section 188 states that “Any library or archive whose 
activities ARE NOT for profit may, without the copyright owner, make a 
single copy of the work by reprographic reproduction.

HOLDINGS of the 5 Agencies
- University of the Philippines  
- National Library of the Philippines
- Commission on Higher Education
- Department of Science & Technology
- Department of Agriculture

Note: Free access to bibliographic data and
maps of the regions. 
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DIGITIZED RESOURCESDIGITIZED RESOURCES

Theses and Dissertations
Filipiniana Serials (indexed)
Rare Books and Historical MapsRare Books and Historical Maps
Local History materials and 
Photographs
Researches and  selected Manuscripts
Publications of the 5 Agencies
Official Gazette issues (1902 - )

Benefits from the ProjectBenefits from the Project

Access to combined library 
resources/holdings of the participating 
libraries,
Access to expensive electronic 
databases by the SUCs at a lower cost,
Preservation of the cultural heritage 
through digitization of Filipiniana 
materials, photos, maps, etc.

Thank you and y
Mabuhay!
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