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Opening address

Makoto Nagao
Librarian

National Diet Library

I am most pleased to have you here at the Conference of Directors of National Libraries
in Asia and Oceania (CDNLAO) Open Seminar.

The CDNLAO is a conference where directors of national libraries in Asia and Oceania
get together for the purpose of mutual cooperation. The first meeting was held in 1979,
about 30 years ago, in the National Library of Australia. Three years later, our own
National Diet Library (NDL) hosted the second meeting. Meetings used to be held once
every few years until the 7th meeting; but the meetings have been held every year since
the beginning of the 21st century, as we have more issues than ever to discuss. We had
the 16th CDNLAO meeting yesterday, and following that, I am pleased to hold this

Seminar today.

This year, the NDL celebrates its 60th anniversary. It is my great pleasure to host the
CDNLAO in the NDL in this memorable year. Representatives from 23 countries in Asia
and Oceania attended the meeting yesterday, reported on the current situation of their

own libraries, and exchanged opinions on various issues.

As an outcome, we have decided to address four very important issues.

The first issue is open software: among libraries in Asia and Oceania, we need to
exchange more information, and discuss and consider cooperation in matters such as

sharing software.

The second issue is digital preservation: especially in case of disasters, libraries in one
country might suffer huge damage. Such damage can be reduced by digitizing our
valuable materials and sharing digital copies with a library in another country.
Therefore, we need to discuss and consider the construction of a global network among

national libraries to share, exchange and preserve important digital resources.



Third, we need a global digital connection linking national libraries. We think that we
need to discuss digitization itself, the acquisition and provision of digital information,

and exchange of digital information between countries.

We chose Web archiving as the fourth issue. We need to discuss problems such as
technical issues in collecting and providing information on the Internet, and how to

share the acquisition of the vast amount of Internet information.

We decided on a different library to take the leadership in each of these four issues.

We had just a one-day meeting; however it was very fruitful. This morning, we had an
opportunity to visit the National Diet and had the honor of meeting the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President of the House of Councillors. I am delighted

that directors of national libraries from many countries were able to enjoy this occasion.

Today, presenters from five countries will make reports on their challenges and current
situation. After each report, a Q&A session will follow. We welcome your active

participation. Thank you very much for your kind attention.





