
Positioning the National Library 
for the Future 

A direction of travel to 2030 



October 2015 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the passing of the 
National Library of NZ legislation 



It took over 50 years to arrive 



The General Assembly Library became 
responsible for Legal Deposit in 1903 



NZ Libraries 
lobbied for a 
National Library 
as early as 1911 



The Alexander 
Turnbull Library 
was gifted to the 
Crown in 1918 



Philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie 
was among those 
advocating in the 
1930s 





The Country 
Library Service 
was formed in 
1938 



The School Library 
Service was 
formed in 1942 



Followed by the 
National Library 
Service in 1945, 
headed the first 
National Librarian, G T 
Alley 



It was not until the 
1980s that a 
National Library 
building was 
nearing completion 



The building 
opening in 1987 
and lasted a 
generation 



Until our New Generation National 
Library strategy saw a major 
redevelopment completed in 2012 



In 2016 we deliver 

• Services to Schools and School Libraries 

• Content and bibliographic services to libraries and the 
public 

• The Alexander Turnbull Library and Reading Rooms 

• Services to Public Libraries including free public internet 
and a shared LMS 

• Search and discovery of NZ content through DigitalNZ 



We are about to produce a new 
strategy to 2030 



Positioning National Library  
for the Future 
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