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Libraries for Life
New Library Service Directions

Readers for Life, 
Learning Communities, 
Knowledgeable Nation

Through our libraries, 
we make knowledge come alive, 
spark imagination and 
create possibilities

Confidential
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Imagine what I saw 
when I read the 
papers this morning

“Indeed, what we write, 
especially our own 
personal experiences, 
can be documentation 
to the history of the 
country. Real history is 
written in people’s 
everyday lives.”



Moving Singaporeans
Cracking the Memory Code of Singapore



our beloved mosaic playground of yesteryear.  a Singapore Memory eBook
by Justin Zhuang, Zakaria Zainal and Wee Ho Gai

Look Inside    









More than 100,000 people reached, shared & liked more than 10000 times in Facebook
And it is still counting...



a slice of the 8000 memories 
received in 24 hours at 

#SGMemory
#1 Trending Topic with 
8m impressions & reach of 

0.5m visitors

“it’s such a wonderful feeling, to 
be collectively memory keepers 

#sgmemory”
bookjtinyisland

“reading #sgmemory while lying 
in bed under the covers on a 
rainy Sat is happiness. Been 
smiling to myself at ‘em 
memories”                miss ene

“Wonderful idea: collecting 
cultural memories in Singapore 
#sgmemory great public history 
project #twitterstorians”

adelinekoh



The Singapore
Memory Project

Announced
by Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong
National Day
Rally 2011

A long-term national 
programme to enable 
the memory of our 
nation to be 
collected, organised, 
preserved, 
discovered, 
researched and co-
created.

National Memory 
Showcase
by 2015
S$50m

1/14
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Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Iden*ty
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Marquee Exhibition at the National Library in Jul
with Okto TV series starting Wed 6 Mar

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Iden*ty
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Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Iden*ty





existing new

internet
content

non-
internet
digital

content

physical
content

re-organised
content

hearts &
minds

content

new
content

Singapore Memory  Assets

content that does not exist in 
any form

content that 
exists only in 
the hearts & 

minds

content is not 
accessible
through
internet

content search 
engines

find

content in the hands of 
institutions, partners & 

individuals

 stories, 
impressions & 

thoughts
of individuals

 lists,
biblios,

guides &
collections
based on

SMP & more

 new research, 
productions & 
creations based 

on SMP & 
more



Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Collec*on

Singapore	
  Memory	
  Project	
  
collects	
  Singapore’s	
  Digital	
  
Content

Besides	
  collec*ng	
  personal	
  
memories,	
  SMP	
  is	
  also	
  
collabora*ng	
  with	
  
ins*tu*ons	
  in	
  Singapore	
  to	
  
collect	
  and	
  digi*se	
  content	
  
on	
  Singapore.

Including	
  content	
  from	
  SPH,	
  
MediaCorp,	
  MOE,	
  PA,	
  ISEAS,	
  
NUS	
  Library	
  and	
  NAS

Target	
  of	
  750,000	
  digi*sed	
  
items	
  by	
  2015
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Building a National Collection on 
Singaporeana

National Archives Singapore came under 
the National Library Board on 1 Nov 2012

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Collec*on
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Searching Across Singapore Content in NL and NAS

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Collec*on



Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ves	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Collec*on

ArtsCultureSG
Building	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  Content	
  Base	
  
for	
  Singapore’s	
  Arts	
  and	
  Culture

Beyond	
  being	
  an	
  events	
  portal,	
  to	
  
collect	
  content	
  rela*ng	
  to	
  
Singapore’s	
  arts	
  and	
  ar*sts	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  
build	
  a	
  na*onal	
  collec*on	
  for	
  ci*zen	
  
researchers,	
  prac**oners	
  and	
  
scholars.

Include	
  pulling	
  together	
  primary	
  
and	
  secondary	
  sources.

Sources	
  from	
  Na*onal	
  Online	
  
Repository	
  of	
  Arts	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  from	
  
NHB,	
  NAS,	
  NAC,	
  PA	
  and	
  Arts	
  
Groups/Ar*sts.



Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Informa*on	
  Discernment

Na*onal	
  Informa*on	
  Literacy	
  Programme

Scaling	
  up	
  a	
  Tradi*onal	
  Library	
  Func*on	
  and	
  Value

Facilitate	
  the	
  building	
  of	
  na*onal	
  consciousness	
  in	
  informa*on	
  responsibility	
  by	
  
inculca*ng	
  the	
  basic	
  values	
  of	
  library	
  reference	
  –	
  checking	
  sources,	
  evalua*ng	
  
informa*on	
  and	
  searching	
  for	
  quality	
  content.

Informa*on	
  Literacy	
  Series	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Library	
  Resource	
  Guides	
  
–	
  guides	
  to	
  quality	
  content	
  and	
  informa*on.
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Launch of Public Awareness Info Literacy Campaign

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Informa*on	
  Discernment
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Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Na*onal	
  Reading	
  Habit
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Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
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  Develop	
  Na*onal	
  Reading	
  Habit
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Imagining 
Library@Orchard

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Na*onal	
  Reading	
  Habit
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Imagining Future Libraries – Library in the Park

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Na*onal	
  Reading	
  Habit
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Green Children’s Library At Central Public Library

Leader	
  of	
  Na*onal	
  Ini*a*ve	
  to	
  Develop	
  Na*onal	
  Reading	
  Habit
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Thank you


